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every da)1- jjnnvintf more difllcult. Ah, Sir, that should make a man think of securing happiness in another world, which all who try sincerely for it may attain. In comparison of that, how little are all other things! The belief of immor-fcility is im pressed upon all men, and all men act under an impression of it, however they may talk, and though, per-haps, they may be scarcely sensible of it.' I said, it ap-peared to me that some people had not the least notion of immortality; and 1 mentioned a distinguished gentleman of our acquaintance, JOHNSON. 'Sir, if it; were not for the notion of immortality, he would cut a throat to fill his pock-ets.' When I quoted this to Beauclerk, who knew much more of the gentleman than we did, he said, in his acid manner,' He would cut a throat, to fill his pockets, if it were not for fear of bein|'v handed."
Dr. Johnson proceeded: 'Sir, there is a j^reat: cry about infidelity1; but there are, in reality, very few infidels. 1 have heard a person, originally a (Juaker, but now, I am afraid, a Deist, say, that he did not believe there were, in all England, above two hundred infidels.'
lie was pleasetl to say, 'If you come to settle here, we will have one day in the week on which we; will meet: by ourselves. That is the happiest conversation where there is no competition, no vanity, but a calm quiet, interchange of sentiments Y In his private register this evening is thus
preoccupied is nothing tnorr than the- murmur of ignorance or idleness.' See /«'*/, under Aug. .*«;. '7'\J- Dr. XVurlon (AYu/j* nu /'«yV, i.Hti) says that 'St. Jr route, relate* thai I )onatns, explaining that passage. in Terence, AY//// rtf dt\ttttn y/W itt»i t.ff <ft\ fitffi pt'iux, railed ui tlu; ancienis fur taking from him his hejU, thoughts, ./V/v«i/// yni ttnh nos ttuxft'it tin ft' sot/.'
1 Wurlturton, in the nedifatiutj «•{' tii:i / h'-t't'ttt- Legation to the I'Veo th inkers (vol. i, p. ii,), say.s : ' Nothing, 1 lirlieve, .striken the serious observer with mure nurpri/e, in thi« age of novelties, than that Htrange prtjpcnsity ti> infidelity, so visible in men of almost, every condition: amongst whom the* udvwates of nrism are received with all the applauses due to the inventer.-i t»l the artH of life, or the, delivererH of oppressed nrul injured nations.' See *w/M ii. yj.
9 In T/tt' AVi///Mv, N'o. H«j, Johnhou writes of ' that inttrrchan^e oi
marked,
everyn HO                                         '
